
The 2020 Plan by Vicky Elliott 
“My goal for the Berkeley Unified School District,” said Superintendent Bill Huyett at an all district 
staff meeting on Oct. 13, “is rigorous, culturally relevant teaching and learning, using a standards-based 
and innovative curriculum.” 
The Superintendent and the School Board recently approved the 2020 Plan which calls for eliminating 
the Achievement Gap by the year 2020. At the meeting in the Berkeley Community Theater, and later to 
the high school faculty, the Superintendent urged district employees to support him in his mission to 
close the troubling achievement gap. 
Huyett, who spent 22 of his 35 years in education working at high schools, described himself as an 
educator “known for questioning the status quo.” One of his greatest achievements, he said, was 
working with disadvantaged youth in the Central Valley. In Lodi where he served as superintendent 
before coming to Berkeley, high school reform one of his chief interests including an advisory period in 
which students met with a faculty member on a regular basis to supervise their academic progress and 
block scheduling.  
Typically, Huyett said, block scheduling allows teachers to work with about 90 children a day, rather 
than 160, allowing for closer relationships to develop. The downside  includes the fact that class size is 
boosted by about 10 percent, because one-quarter of the faculty is on prep in any given period, rather 
than one-sixth, as in the traditional six-period day. He suggested creating a four-year plan for 
advisories, to avoid the trap of “running out of gas” by the end of the first year.
The superintendent noted that the six-period school day is not set in stone, and was created as a 
schedule for factory workers. “Change is bound to produce a lot of anxiety,” Huyett said, “but I know 
of few schools,  after taking the decision to move to block scheduling, that have reversed course.” 
During the interview process preceding his appointment, Huyett said he was asked “why a guy from 
Lodi would want to live in Berkeley.” “If you’d known me in college,” he said by way of explanation, 
“you’d know I was a student leader during the Cambodian invasion (in 1970) and shut down the 
University of Virginia. I like to challenge the status quo.”
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BUEN DIA  Simón Tiles   Centro de Recursos para Padres
                             stiles@berkeley.k12.ca.us       (510) 644-8524
Esperamos que sus estudiantes hayan tenido un buen comienzo del año escolar. En las 
próximas semanas tendremos algunos eventos de importancia, y a continuación usted 
podrá encontrar información al respecto.
Información para Estudiantes del Grado 12 y  sus Familias
El día 2 de Diciembre a la 6:30 p.m. en la Biblioteca de Berkeley High tendremos una 
presentación acerca de la solicitud de ayuda financiera FAFSA (Free Application for Federal  Student 
Aid). La presentación estará a cargo del personal de la Oficina de Ayuda Financiera de UC 
Berkeley y será tanto en Ingles como en Español. 
De manera adicional, el College/Career Center (Centro Universitario y Vocacional) ha planificado 
otros talleres para ayudar a nuestros estudiantes del grado 12 a llenar las aplicaciones para 
las Universidades de California y las Universidades Estadales 
                                                                                      | Continued on Page 7

The Future by Janet Huseby
The Achievement Gap, an old fashioned daily schedule, and the challenges of providing a stimulating 
academic experience for all students have been hot topics at Berkeley High for a long time. Two years 
ago, the School Wide Plan and the more recently superintendent-and-school-board-approved 2020 
Plan, with their clarion calls for reform, formally set planning for the future in motion. 
Last school year and this fall, a 35-member Futures Committee made up faculty, staff, parents and 
students studied, analyzed and discussed a number of innovative ideas including an advisory period 
and a more flexible daily schedule.  At the School Governance Council meeting on Oct. 14, the Futures 
Committee handed the baton to a smaller working group of six to nine teachers who are charged with 
writing a comprehensive plan which will be available for input at three community meetings and 
several student forums during November. The SGC is hoping to consider an amended plan before the 
end of December in order to submit it to School Board school board in January.  

ÒWe must be thoughtful,Ó said Principal Slemp. ÒWeÕre an excellent school, but we can only be truly great if all 
kids are being well served. Twenty percent of our children are failing, and that has to change.Ó
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Berkeley High School 
Technology Department 
thanks you for using Edline 
to keep connected with 
what’s happening at Berkeley 
High.  We now have 176 
teachers and staff, 820 
students, and 1277 parents/
guardians with active 
accounts.
Edline provides you with the 
information you need to 
have those conversations 
with your student(s) about 
grades, extra-curricular 
activities, attendance and 
classwork.
To use Edline, you must first 
obtain an activation code to 
create an account. There are 
several ways to get the 
activation code: 
TEACHER CODES were distributed 
at various meetings and 
emailed to Team Leaders for 
distribution. 
STUDENT CODES were emailed to 
teachers, printed for 
distribution to students in 
their second period  classes, 
and given out by teacher to 
the student on an individual 
basis.   
PARENTS CODES were 
mailed in the summer 
registration packet; made 
available at Back to School 
Night; distributed at parent/
learning community 
meetings; or available by 
contacting Ms. Jefferson in 
our Records Office.  She is 
required to protect 
confidentiality by verifying 
the parent’s or guardian’s 
identity and contact 
information. The code will 
then be mailed to the 
requester.
We are pleased to be able to 
provide you with easily 
accessible information to 
encourage communication 
and connection with our 
BHS community. 
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Letter from the  Principal
Dear Berkeley High Families,
The war against drug and alcohol abuse is being waged today on many fronts.  
At Berkeley High School, we work to help our students avoid problems in these 
areas.  Few would deny that the process of prevention is the most important 
strategy of all.
For families, that priority means that the first responsibility is theirs.  The home 
is the grass roots level where prevention must take place.  However unlikely we 
may think it might be for our children to become involved in substance abuse, 
we must remember that no family is beyond the possibility of the problem.  It 
is critical that as families of high school-age students, we constantly work 
towards prevention.  The information that follows contains some important 
guidelines:
Be a good example.  Studies show a strong correlation between rates of drug 
use in adolescents and the standards of their parents, in both their own use of 
drugs and in more general areas of day-to-day life.
Respect drugs yourself.   Parents who abuse their own minds and bodies with 
alcohol, tobacco and drug use forfeit their credibility for counseling their 
children in these matters.
Handle personal challenges maturely.  Drug use often signals an attempt to 
escape unpleasant realities both in adolescents and adults.  The drink taken to 
relax after a hard day’s work teaches children that the routine stresses of life 
require chemical relief.  Ask yourself:  “How do I handle frustration, boredom 
and conflicts with other family members?”
Build your child’s self-confidence. A second common source of drug abuse is 
low self esteem.  As a parent, you hold the most important key to your child’s 
estimation of her or himself:  a love that can nurture both security and courage.  
Keep in mind these priorities. 
Use praise.  Sooner or later children argue with most of what their parents 
believe with one exception:  They almost always accept without question their 
parents’ evaluation of them.  What do your words and actions tell your 
children about their worth?
Foster confidence.  Kids need to find some area in which they can become 
skilled and confident.   Parents can provide opportunities and encouragement 
for excelling in the area of the child’s interest and comfort for the minor 
failures that are inevitable in the process of growth.
Strive toward unity at home.  Disunity at home can be another cause of drug 
abuse in young people.  Some homes resemble either a prison, with each 
cellmate isolated in his or her own little room, or as a constant battlefield.  
Some helpful suggestions:
Plan family activities.   Most troubled teens report that they can not remember 
their families ever doing much together or developing any common interest.
Discuss mutual commitments.  A family without basic agreements about 
values, goals and priorities will result in confused standards and rebellion in 
the children. There has been a dramatic increase in alcohol use among our 
students on our traditional Spirit Day, which we brought back to Berkeley High 
School five years ago.  We are in process of debating whether this is a safe activity 
to sponsor.  We need parental help to ensure that your child is not involved in the 
use of alcohol at school.  Please have this conversation with your child.
Finally, work towards positive communication.The bridge of communication 
between parent and child is one of the most important structures a family can 
build.  If strong, it can be a channel to your child for resisting peer pressure and 
a bridge for discussing temptations.  Building that bridge requires time; not just 
quality, but quantity as well.  It also requires humility, the willingness to listen 
and be open to suggestions and criticism.  Most of all, however, the bridge of 
communication is built on sensitivity to your children’s needs, interest, hopes, 
fears, strengths and weaknesses. Being in touch with your child’s world, both 
the world within them and their environment at school may be the most 
critical key of all to help your child to say no to drug abuse.  That key is in your 
hands.  
Sincerely,  

Jim Slemp
Principal 

Berkeley High  School 
Attendance Policy

The Berkeley High School Administration has 
announced that they are following the same 
policy as last year for unexcused absences and 
tardies: 

Tardy: A student is tardy if he/she is not in the 
classroom when the bell rings, unless the 
student enters with a pass. 
Absent: A student is absent if he/she is not in 
the classroom after 20 minutes of the period 
has passed, unless the student enters with a 
pass.
Unexcused absence:  An unexcused absence 
occurs when a student is absent and does not 
get a clearance slip from the Attendance Office 
(within 5 days).   Three tardies are the 
equivalent of one unexcused absence. 
Accumulated unexcused absences (including 
tardies) and consequent grade reduction:  If a 
student accumulates five unexcused absences 
during one report card period (9 weeks), his/
her grade is lowered by one full grade (e.g., 
from an A- to a B-).  If a student accumulates 
ten unexcused absences during one report 
period, his/her grade is lowered by an 
additional grade (using the first example: from 
a B- to a C-).  The student starts fresh each 
report card period.  Please note:  the lowest 
grade that a student may receive because of 
attendance is a C-. 
Appeals: A student or parent/guardian may 
appeal a grade reduction by written letter to an 
assistant principal. Within 30 days of the 
written appeal, the assistant principal shall 
convene a committee, comprised of the 
assistant principal and two Berkeley High 
School classroom teachers, in order to 
determine a judgment on the appeal.  The 
committee shall sustain or deny the appeal, and 
its decision shall be final. 
You may excuse an absence in one of the 
following manners:

Have your student bring a note to the 
Attendance Office before school, at lunch, or 
after school.

Call the Attendance Office at 644-6209 to excuse 
the absence.

Email the Attendance Office at 
charles_keefe@berkeley.k12.ca.us.

You must excuse your student within five days 
of his/her return. You may also call or email 
during his/her absence – just make sure that 
you have covered all days.  In each case you 
should provide the following:  your child’s full 
name, grade, your name and relationship to the 
student, your home phone number (and work 
number if applicable), days or periods of 
absence, and the reason for your student’s 
absence.  

Clearance Slip: Your excuse to the Attendance 
Office generates a “clearance slip” which 
your child must pick up from and show 
the teacher(s) whose classes have been 
missed. 
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NEWS FROM THE HIVE
BHS Spirit Week November 3rd-November 7th  The school is buzzing with SPIRIT 
WEEK anticipation and Berkeley High School’s student leadership is excited to give the crowd what 
they have been anxiously awaiting! For those new families, Spirit Week is the time when we show each 
other how much we love Berkeley High School.  The week is full of fun dress-up days and lunch time 
activities designed to show everyone how Berkeley, Berkeley High School can be!  
There are four days of thematic dress followed by Friday’s Red and Gold Day, Spirit Rally and the big 
Homecoming football game. We want everyone to participate so please help your student show their 
Jacket Pride. In conjunction with the thematic dress days, all of the BHS leadership classes will be 
selling spirit packs with red and gold items (socks, pompoms, t-shirts, etc.). The spirit packs will be 
available during Spirit Week on the Community Theatre steps during lunch. Please support your 
student’s class by purchasing a BHS spirit pack. 
This year’s themed days are…
Monday, Nov 3: 60s and 70s Day
Tuesday, Nov 4: USA Day (Show your love for the USA on a historic election day!)
Wednesday, Nov 5: Toga Day
Thursday, Nov 6: 80s and 90s Day (seniors) Pajama Day (underclassmen)
Friday, Nov 7: Red and Gold Day, Senior Spell Out (7:30 a.m.), BHS Rally in The HIVE (the football field), 
Homecoming Game featuring BHS vs. Richmond High

Spirit Week Student Conduct and Expectations
First and foremost, Spirit Week is supposed to be fun! Showing class pride should be a fun and 
positive experience. But when students do not follow the rules, it can spoil the fun for everyone. All 
students are expected to follow school rules during Spirit Week. This means no hazing, vandalism, 
physical abuse or verbal abuse. Derogatory language will not be tolerated and students violating any of 
the rules will be sent home. Controlled substances are not allowed on campus. Students who are 
found to be intoxicated or in possession of any illegal or substances will be suspended and not 
permitted to participate in Spirit Week activities.  
Inappropriate attire is not allowed. Anything too revealing, or with inappropriate imagery or profane 
slogans, will not be tolerated. Check your child before they leave for the day. If they are caught with 
inappropriate clothing, they will be sent home.
Now, with all that said, the staff at Berkeley High School wants to encourage all students to have a 
good safe time and enjoy Spirit Week!  Please remind your child to celebrate in a safe positive manner.

Help make Spirit Week safe and fun
Kids plan all year round for Berkeley High’s Spirit Week and it IS a lot of fun; it is also a lot of work for 
our staff who are responsible for the safety and well-being of our students. One of the most 
challenging moments of the week is shepherding everyone onto the field for the Spirit Rally in a 
timely fashion and for this it would be helpful to have ten or twelve parent volunteers to help check 
armbands and direct students to their appropriate cheering section from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. on Friday, 
Nov. 7. If you can help, please contact Volunteer Coordinator Janet Huseby at <jhuseby@pacbell.net>.  
If you do not have email access, you may call her at (510) 527-1130.

Fall Information Night for Prospective Families is set for Thursday, Nov. 20 at 7 p.m. 
in the Community Theater. This event, while open to anyone interested, is primarily aimed at families 
who are new to the BUSD. The evening will feature a panel of current students, one of the college 
advisors, and a question and answer period with Principal Jim Slemp.

Information Night for the class of 2013 is scheduled on Tuesday, Jan. 13 at 7 p.m. in the 
Community Theater.  Representatives from the four small schools and the two programs will make 
presentations. In addition representatives from the Math, PE and World Language Departments will be 
available for questions as will a number of parent and student organizations. This meeting is the 
essential first step in the process of enrolling your child in next year’s ninth grade. Students should 
plan on attending the night with their parents. 

ALL Berkeley High School parents and guardians are warmly invited to 
attend the upcoming parent education events sponsored by the PTSA and 
funded by the BHS Development Group: 
Drugs, Alcohol and Teenagers, Thursday, Nov. 13 from 7 to 9 p.m. in the BHS library. 

Sally Cohen, Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist will discuss adolescent substance use and how to 
differentiate between recreational use and dependence. She will also talk about what parents can do to 
help their teen and present various treatment options. There will be time at the end for questions and 
discussion.

Teenagers and the Law - What Every Parent Should Know, Monday, Dec. 8 from 7 
to 9 p.m. in the BHS Library. 
Mary Carey, Juvenile Defense Attorney will be the speaker. More details coming on the etree.

 

B-HIGH CALENDAR

Nov 10
Staff Development Day; No 
school for students

Winter Sports.  The Athletic 
office is currently accepting 
completed sports packets for 
the winter sports season. You 
must be cleared by the Berkeley 
Athletic Department by Nov. 
10th which is the first day of 
winter sports tryouts. Your 
completed sports packet must 
include a signed and stamped 
physical from a doctor. Sports 
packets can be picked up in the 
athletic office during lunch and 
immediately after school.  “No 
clearance, no tryout”
Nov 11 
Veteran’s Day Holiday; No school
Nov 21-22
Jazz Ensemble 7:30 PM, FSLT 
Nov 26-28
Thanksgiving Holiday; No school
Dec 3
Late Start Day for students
Dec. 5, 6, 12, 13  
Fall Play:  The Mad Women of 
Shilo,  8 PM
Dec. 11 
Orchestra  & Band Winter 
Concert, 7:30 PM
Dec. 13 
Berkeley High Annual Holiday 
Meal
Dec. 18 
African Diaspora Dance, 7:00 PM 
Dec. 19 
Jazz Lab Band, 7:00 PM
Dec. 22-31, 2008; Jan 1-2, 2009 
Winter Recess
Jan 19
MLK, Jr., Holiday; No school
Jan 23 
End of second grading period; 
End of 1st semester
Jan 26
Staff Development; No school 
for students
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FOR SENIORS 
AND THEIR FAMILIES
From the number of parents who have 
already talked with me about their ability to 
pay for their student’s college education and 
have asked for help, it is clear that financial 
aid is on the minds of many people.  The 
current economic climate is affecting many 
families – from loss of jobs and homes to 
the reduced value of savings.  In response, 
colleges are gearing up for more financial 
aid applications and exploring ways to meet 
the increased demand.  According to an 
article in The New York Times, the federal 
government is estimating that it will need to 
set aside an additional $6 billion to fund 
the Pell Grant program next year.  From all 
of this it is clear that while more people will 
be applying for aid, money will be available, 
although we cannot predict exactly how 
much for each individual college.  
Therefore, it is more important than ever for 
students to apply to a wide range of 
colleges, to meet all financial aid deadlines 
and to apply for independent scholarships – 
those given by organizations not connected 
to the college or federal or state agencies.  
INCLUDE LESS EXPENSIVE SCHOOLS ON 
YOUR LIST  If your student meets the 
eligibility requirements for the UC’s and/or 
Cal States, strongly encourage them to apply 
to at least one of the less selective campuses 
so that they will have the option of paying 
in state tuition. For a student living at 
home, the fees for a UC campus are about 
$8,000 and for a Cal State campus they are 
about $3,000. For students living on 
campus, there is an additional cost for room 
and board of about $12,200 at UC and CSU 
campuses. The community colleges are also 
an excellent option and the fees are about 
$600 per year, far less than that of the four 
year colleges. Students transferring from a 
California community college to a UC 
campus have priority for admission over 
students transferring from any other college 
and their graduation rate from the UC is 
slightly higher than students starting as a 
freshman at a UC campus.
MEET THE FINANCIAL AID DEADLINE OF 
EACH SCHOOL It is extremely important to 
meet the financial aid deadline for each 
school. It is more important to meet the 
deadline than to provide the exact numbers 
on each of the required forms, as these can 
be updated. Go to each college’s financial 
aid web page and check what the deadline is 
for each school and what documents are 
required. All colleges require that families 
fill out the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA), but some colleges 
require other forms as well. A form to help 
you keep track of all of the details is 
available at <http://bhs.berkeley.net/
index.php?page=documents> (Financial Aid 
Deadlines Chart).  

APPLY FOR ALL AVAILABLE SCHOLARSHIPS 
There is a scholarship box in the College/
Career Center and new applications will be 
coming in throughout the year.  A list of the 
current scholarship applications is also 
available at <http://bhs.berkeley.net/
index.php?page=scholarships>. Students 
can also find information on additional 
scholarships at <www.fastweb.com>. In 
addition, some colleges offer scholarships 
for their students which are not based on 
financial need. Check each college’s 
admission and financial aid websites to 
learn whether or not the scholarships they 
offer require a separate application from the 
application for admission.
We will be holding workshops on filling out 
the FAFSA in January and February.  
FINANCIAL AID NIGHT FOR SENIOR 
PARENTS/GUARDIANS - Tuesday, December 
2, 6:30 p.m. in the Berkeley High School 
library – Experts from the UC Berkeley 
financial aid office will explain line by line 
how to fill out the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), a form which 
is required by all colleges in the U.S. to 
apply for financial aid. This presentation 
will be made in both English and Spanish.  
Please encourage your seniors to attend one 
or more of the workshops offered by the 
College/Career Center to help students 
complete the applications for the University 
of California and California State University 
campuses. There are also workshops on 
writing the personal statement for college 
applications and on filling out the 
Common Application, which is accepted by 
nearly 350 colleges.  The complete list is 
available below and at <http://
bhs.berkeley.net/index.php?
page=workshops>.  
Please also remind them that they can see 
their College Advisor any day at lunch or 
after school to get their questions answered.

Filling out the UC and Cal State 
applications
All workshops will be held in the BHS 
library.  Students must sign up in the 
College/Career Center before the workshop 
due to the limited number of computers.  
Wed,  Nov. 5 7:30 a.m.
Thurs.,  Nov. 6,  3:30 p.m.
Wed.,  Nov. 12,  3:30 p.m.
Thurs.,  Nov. 13,  3:30 p.m. 
Wed.,  Nov. 19,  3:30 p.m.
Thurs.,  Nov. 20,  7:30 a.m.
Thurs.,  Nov. 20,  3:30 p.m.
Essay writing workshop
Learn what colleges are looking for in the 
college essay and get tips on writing your 
own. Tues., Nov. 4, 3:30 p.m., Conference 
Room B
Common Application workshops
All workshops will be held in the BHS 
library. Students must sign up in the 

College/Career Center before the workshop 
due to the limited number of computers.  
Wed.,  Nov. 5,  3:30 p.m.
Thurs., Nov. 13,  7:30 a.m.
FOR JUNIOR FAMILIES
Ms. Price and I will be making presentations 
to all junior English classes and speaking 
with junior parents at the beginning of 
February.  We look forward to meeting you 
then. Please encourage your students to 
keep their grades up as junior grades are 
very important.  
FOR SOPHOMORE FAMILIES
Sophomores will be receiving their PSAT 
scores in December, as well as their test 
booklets. They will be able to check their 
responses and compare them to the correct 
answers. We will discuss test preparation 
strategies when we return the test results.

From the College Advisor  by Ilene Abrams   

 iabrams@berkeley.k12.ca.us or (510) 644-6804

UPCOMING DEADLINES

November 5 – Regular registration 
deadline for the December 6 SAT and 
SAT subject tests.  This is the last SAT 
which will be accepted by the UC 
campuses and many Cal State 
campuses, as well as some private 
colleges.
November 7 – For students applying to 
colleges which require counselor 
recommendations, this is the deadline to 
turn in the envelopes and other required 
forms so that we can mail the 
recommendations to each college where 
they are applying.  The UC’s and Cal 
States do not accept recommendations 
so these forms are not required for them.
November 7 – Regular registration 
deadline for the ACT.  This is the last ACT 
which will be accepted by the UC 
campuses and many Cal State 
campuses, as well as some private 
colleges.
November 18 – Late registration 
deadline for the December 6 SAT and 
SAT subject tests.  This is the last SAT 
which will be accepted by the UC 
campuses and many Cal State 
campuses, as well as some private 
colleges.
November 20 – Late registration 
deadline for the ACT.  This is the last ACT 
which will be accepted by the UC 
campuses and many Cal State 
campuses, as well as some private 
colleges.
November 30 – APPLICATION DEADLINE 
FOR THE UC CAMPUSES AND MANY CAL 
STATE CAMPUSES.  
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The Berkeley High School Development Group is the 
major fundraising organization at Berkeley High School 
(along with the Berkeley Athletic Fund). We are an 
independent non-profit organization, and our mission is 
to support and strengthen the educational experience of 
all BHS students by raising and distributing funds to 
enhance academic and other programs at BHS.  We rely 
on donations and support from the families of BHS 
students and from the Berkeley community – and thank 
you to everyone who donated to the DG this past year!

We are grateful to all of our donors who make it possible 
for us to support many programs at Berkeley High School.  
We continue to work to make Berkeley High the very best 
it can be, and we need your help to do it.  We are hoping 
to raise one million dollars this coming year to help offset 
the  possible state budget cuts.  Watch for our Annual 
Report in November and notices on the e-tree. Consider 
making a tax-deductible donation, or providing financial 
support by participating in our e-scrip and paper scrip 
programs, or by attending one of our fundraising events.  
We have already begun to plan for our annual gala, 
Berkeley High Live! 2009 which will be held in the spring. 
Please watch for our notices about upcoming planning 
meetings posted on the Berkeley High etree, and help out 
with this exciting and important fundraising event.

And if you are looking for a great way to get involved at 
Berkeley High, please join the Development Group. We’re 
an all-volunteer organization made up primarily of 
current BHS parents, and we meet the first Monday of 
each month in the College/Career Center from 7-9 p.m. 

Donations to BHSDG can be made anytime by sending a 
donation to:

BHSDG
P.O. Box 519

Berkeley, CA 94701-0519
Please support and join the BHSDG!  We look forward 
to meeting you and working with you in 2008-09!

The BHSDG is pleased to announce that we have funded 
the following grants so far this academic year: 
 
Shannon Erby – AHA! Harlem Renaissance Dance grant - 
guest dance teacher will teach Lindy Hop/Swing dances 
to AHA! U.S. History students to bring alive the 
performing arts of the Harlem Renaissance/1920's time 
period.

Coach Carter - Athletics - Freshman Football Equipment 
- BHSDG and BAF (Berkeley Athletic Fund) are funding 
sets of equipment (helmet, pads, practice jerseys) for the 
freshman football team.

Solange Gould - Vera Casey Teen Parenting Program - 
Food and  Hiring an Americorps Intern, with City of 
Berkeley Public Health Dept. matching the BHSDG grant 
at more than double our funding
Dwayne Byndloss - CPA Parent Association - Spanish 
translation and Childcare for parent meetings

Christina Mitchell - Study Skills Workshops - 3 
workshops, including Classroom Matters group leaders, 
school supplies and food for students failing one or more 
classes

Richard Conn - BIHS Projectors - Purchase of 8 Epson 
Powerlite projectors for BIHS classroom teachers

Carolyn Wilson-Scott - Memoir Author Speaker - 
Stipend for author David Henry Sterry visiting and 
speaking to Reading and Writing the Short Story classes

Frances Cohen - College Application Handbook - 
additional funds needed to publish Senior College 
Application Handbook, Junior College Information 
Guide, and Intro to College Planning for Sophomores

In addition, the BHSDG gave Discretionary Funds 
grants to: College and Career Center, Counseling 
Department, Health Center, Parent Resource Center and 
Special Education Department.

And, we have again funded the BHSDG After-School 
Tutoring by BHS teachers for the 2008-2009 school 
year - details and schedules of tutoring have been 
posted on the etree and at school.

HELP US MAKE A DIFFERENCE AT BERKELEY HIGH BY SUPPORTING 
THE BERKELEY HIGH SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT GROUP (BHSDG) 

IN 2008-2009



Free Drop-In Tutorials 
Sponsored by the 

BHS Development Group
Name Days Subject Time Room

 Hahn

Quindel

Villavicencio

Burke

Schneider

Baird

Goldman

Dean

Meyer

Sadlon

Issacson

Rodrigues

Erby

Vilensky

Parker

Jones

Erspamer

Anderson

Walsh-Cunnane

Liu

Shirk

Taylor

S.Borg

Williams

Bugarini

Pleskac

Whittlesey

Mon Geometry and Calculus 3:15-4:30 PM H114

Tu IMP Math Level 2-4 3:15-4:15 PM H206

Tu Algebra 1 & 2 3:15-4:30 PM H112

Tu Algebra 1 & Calculus 3:15-4:15 PM H303

Th Algebra 1 &2, Geometry 3:30-4:30 PM G210B

Th Geometry 3:15-4:30 PM H304

Th Statistics, Algebra 1 3:15-4:45 PM H115

Th Math Analysis 3:15-4:15 PM H308

Mon Economics & Gov 3:15-4:30 PM C232

Tu World History,  SEI World History3:30-4:30 PM H102A

Tu Global History, English 3:15-4:30 PM C216

Th Economics 3:30-4:30 PM C232

Th Freshman Seminar,  US HIstory3:30-4:30 PM A105

Tu World History, Comparative Religion3:15-4:30 PM C315

Tu IB US and World History 3:15-4:30 PM G204

Mon IB English 3:15-4:30 PM C231

Mon Global Literature 3:15-4:30 PM C217

Tu Freshman Lit. & Composition3:30-4:30 PM C220

Tu English 3:30-4:30 PM A5

Th English,Comparative Values/Beliefs3:15-4:30 PM C128

Th Writing Bilingual in Spanish 3:15-4:30 PM C204

Mon Spanish 3:15-4:30 PM C112

Tu Spanish 3:15-4:30 PM C135

Th French & Spanish 3:30-4:30 PM C106

Th Spanish 3:30-4:30 PM H201

Mon Bio 1 & 2,  IB/AP Biolody 3:15-4:30 PM G211

Tu Adv. Biology & Biology Lunch G201

Trimlett Wed Adv. Biology, Environ. Science 3:30-4:30 PM G207

STUDENT LEARNING CENTER 
(D221)

Please encourage your student(s) to take 
advantage of  the tutoring offered in the 

Student Learning Center!  

Questions? 

Contact Student Academic Support 
Coordinator Christina Mitchell  
cmitchell@berkeley.k12.ca.us

  
Oscar Rojas-Soto   oscarrs@berkeley.k12.ca.us

Tutoring in all subjects 
Monday- Friday, 3:15-6:00 p.m.

JUST ADDED! 
AP Study Groups

 
AP Chemistry in G215

Tuesday and Thursday at lunch, Wednesday, 
3:30 - 5:30 p.m.

 
AP Biology in G211

Monday and Tuesday, 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.
 

AP Calculus AB in H303
Monday and Wednesday, 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.

mailto:cmitchell@berkeley.k12.ca.us
mailto:cmitchell@berkeley.k12.ca.us
mailto:oscarrs@berkeley.k12.ca.us
mailto:oscarrs@berkeley.k12.ca.us


de California. La fecha limite para la 
aplicación a la UC y para la aplicación 
de para las CSUs es el 30 de Noviembre. 
También tendremos talleres para ayudar 
a redactar los ensayos requeridos en las 
aplicaciones universitarias y para llenar 
la Aplicación Común, que es aceptada 
por casi 350 universidades.
Talleres para la Redacción de los 
Ensayos
Jueves 4 de Noviembre, 3:30 p.m., Salón 
de Conferencias B
Talleres para Llenar la Aplicación 
Común
Todos los talleres serán en la biblioteca de 
BHS. Los estudiantes deben inscribirse 
con antelación en el College/Career Center 
debido a que hay un número limitado de 
computadoras disponibles.

Miércoles 5 de Noviembre, 3:30 p.m.
Jueves 13 de Noviembre, 7:30 p.m.

Talleres para Llenar las Aplicaciones 
para UC y Cal State
Todos los talleres serán en la biblioteca de 
BHS. Los estudiantes deben inscribirse 
con antelación en el College/Career Center 
debido a que hay un número limitado de 
computadoras disponibles. 
Miércoles 5 de Noviembre, 7:30 
a.m.   
Jueves 6 de Noviembre, 3:30 p. m.
Miércoles 12 de Noviembre, 3:30 
p.m.   
Jueves 13 de Noviembre, 3:30 p.m.
Miércoles 19 de Noviembre, 3:30 p. 
m. 
Jueves 20 de Noviembre, 7:30 a.m. y 3:30 
p.m.
Talleres Educativos para Padres
El a–o pasado, PTSA (Asociaci—n de 
Padres, Maestros y Estudiantes) trabajo 
conjuntamente con BHS Development 
Group para organizar una serie de eventos 
educativos con temas de interŽs para 
muchas de las familias de BHS. La 
respuesta que recibimos de ustedes fue 
muy positiva y por ello estamos muy 
contentos de anunciarles los dos primeros 
talleres educativos para padres de familia 
del a–o escolar 2008-2009. 

Fecha: Jueves 13 de Noviembre, 7:00 p.m. 
a 9:00 p.m.
Tema: Drogas, Alcohol y los Adolescentes
Presentadora: Sally Cohen, Terapeuta 
Familiar Certificada
Donde: Biblioteca de Berkeley High 
School
Y
Fecha: Lunes 8 de Diciembre, 7:00 pm a 
9:00 p.m.

Tema: Los Adolescentes y la Ley Ð 
Informaci—n que Cada Padre de Familia 
Debe Conocer
Presentadora: Mary Carey, Abogada 
Defensora Juvenil
Donde: Biblioteca de Berkeley High 
School

Semana de Espíritu Escolar de Berkeley 
High School, 3 al 7 de Noviembre

Este a–o, la Semana de Esp’ritu Escolar 
ser‡ del 3 al 7 de Noviembre. La Semana 
de Esp’ritu Escolar nos permite demostrar 
nuestro cari–o hacia Berkeley High School. 
Hemos planificado muchas actividades 
durante la semana para que nuestros 
estudiantes disfruten de Berkeley High, 
culminado con el juego de Homecoming el 
Viernes 7 de Noviembre. Tendremos 
cuatros d’as en los cuales nuestros 
estudiantes pueden venir a la escuela 
vestidos de acuerdo al tema del d’a, 
seguido de un D’a de Rojo y Oro (los 
colores de nuestra escuela). Queremos que 
todos nuestros estudiantes participen, as’ 
que por favor ayuden a sus estudiantes a 
demostrar lo orgulloso que est‡n de 
Berkeley High. 

Los temas para las vestimentas son:

Lunes: D’a de los 60s y 70s

Martes: D’a de los EEUU (Demuestre su 
amor por los EEUU en este d’a de 
elecciones hist—rico)

MiŽrcoles: D’a de Toga

Jueves: D’a de los 80s y 90s (para el grado 
12) y D’a de Pijamas (para el resto de los 
grados)

Viernes: D’a Rojo y Oro, Llamado a los 
Seniors (7:30 a.m.), Rally de BHS en la 
cancha de football americano y el juego de 
Homecoming contra Richmond High.

Expectativas y Conducta de los 
Estudiantes

Para comenzar, la Semana de Esp’ritu 
Escolar debe ser divertida para todos. La 
semana no ser‡ divertida para nadie si los 
estudiantes no acatan las normas. Se espera 
que todos los estudiantes cumplan con las 
normas durante la Semana de Esp’ritu 
Escolar. Esto significa que no se toleraran 
bromas, vandalismo, abuso f’sico o verbal. 
Demostrar orgullo por su grado y por la 
escuela debe ser una experiencia positiva 
para nuestros estudiantes. Pero no ser‡ una 
experiencia positiva si los estudiantes 
actœan de manera irrespetuosa. No se 
tolerara un lenguaje derogatorio y aquellos 

estudiantes que no cumplan con las reglas 
ser‡n enviados a casa.

La Semana de Esp’ritu Escolar puede un 
tiempo de celebraci—n para nuestros 
estudiantes. Sin embargo, no se permiten 
sustancias controladas como alcohol o 
drogas en la escuela. Aquellos estudiantes 
que estŽn intoxicados por el uso de dichas 
sustancias, o que estŽn en posesi—n de las 
mismas ser‡n suspendidos y no se les 
permitir‡ participar en las actividades de la 
semana. Por favor, aconsŽjele a su 
estudiante que se comporte de manera 
responsable y segura. No se deben traer a 
la escuela objetos ilegales o il’citos. Est‡n 
reglas cuentan tambiŽn para aquellos 
estudiantes que se vistan de manera 
inapropiada. No se permitir‡n vestimentas 
que sean muy reveladoras o que tengan 
im‡genes inapropiadas o frases que utilicen 
profanidad. Verifique que su estudiante 
vaya a la escuela vestido apropiadamente. 
Si un estudiante esta vestido con ropa 
inapropiada, el/ella ser‡ enviado a casa. 

Ahora que hemos aclarado las normas, el 
personal de Berkeley High School quiere 
desearle a todos los estudiantes que 
disfruten de la Semana de Esp’ritu Escolar. 
Por favor, recuŽrdele a su hijo/a que 
participen y celebren de una manera 
responsable. Y si ustedes quieren venir y 
ayudarnos como voluntarios durante el 
rally, ser‡n bienvenidos. Si est‡n 
interesados en ayudar, por favor env’e un 
correo electr—nico a Janet Huseby a la 
direcci—n  "mailto:jhuseby@pacbell.net" 
jhuseby@pacbell.net, o pueden llamar el 
Centro de Recursos para Padres al (510) 
644-8524.

Finalmente, recuerden que pueden utilizar 
los recursos y servicios disponibles en la 
escuela. Si sus estudiantes necesitan ayuda 
acadŽmica, en BHS contamos con el 
Student Learning Center, Sal—n D221 de 
Lunes a Viernes, 3:15 a 6:00. De manera 
adicional, usted podr‡ encontrar en esta 
hoja informativa una lista de los diferentes 
servicios de tutor’a disponibles en nuestra 
escuela. Y por favor, no se olviden que su 
participaci—n en la escuela y en el proceso 
educativo de su estudiante es muy 
importante para el Žxito de su hijo/a.

Sim—n Tiles

Centro de Recursos para Padres

stiles@berkeley.k12.ca.us

(510) 644-8524

BUEN DIA  Simon Tiles  | Continued from Page 1
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Berkeley High School PTSA
1980 Allston Way
Berkeley, CA  94704

Student-Athlete Parent Coordinators:  One person needed for 9th and 
10th grades and one person for 11th and 12th grades. These positions are 
the point persons for BAF activities and the primary duties include holding 
three meetings each year (for fall, winter, and spring sports) and overall 
coordination with the BHS Athletic Director and parents of student 
athletes.
BAF Treasurer: Handle appproximately 32 restricted team accounts 
deposits, disbursements (checks to venders, tournaments), and work 
closely with the BHS Athletic Director (it helps to be familiar with Excel 
and QuickBooks), and be able to submit nonprofit tax returns each year.
Fundraising Events:
Golf Tournament and Hall of Fame Event Subcommittee 
Berkeley High Live! Next Edition Mary Kay Murlas, who is leaving us, will 
help with this event next year, but we still need a parent volunteer 
coordinator
Parking Lot Coordinator: Work with teams on this year-round fundraiser
BAF Website: we need a competent web user/designer/editor to keep this 
going.
Graphic Artist: to replace parent whose managed to get the best prices with 
the best quality for our publications and handling material production for 
advertising all our fundraising.
Representative to the BHS Development Group as a board member for 
Athletics:  
Attend monthly school-year meetings - usually on first Monday of the 
month at, 7 p.m.

BERKELEY ATHLETIC FUND (BAF) CALL FOR LEADERSHIP   by Jahlee Arakaki

Berkeley High School has a rich and robust 
athletic program that has grown to more than 
60 teams in 28 varsity sports! These teams are 
comprised of about 1,100 student-athletes—
about 1/3 of the total BHS student body.

The Berkeley Athletic Fund (BAF) was formed 
in 1985 in response to budgetary cutbacks. BAF 
is made up of parents of athletes–current and 
alumni–and community members who share a 
special interest in supporting Berkeley High 
School’s sports program. We have been raising 
funds ever since 1985 to supplement the BHS 
Athletic Program, For example, this is BAF’s 
third year funding freshman sports at $20,000; 
funding that the BUSD has cut every school 
year since 2004. BAF also raises money for 
uniforms, equipment, grants.  
If you enjoy working with student-athletes, the 
various sports groups, coaches, and alumni 
who are great supporters of our athletics 
program, then please think about joining us. 
Help keep BHS Athletics viable for the future.  
VOLUNTEER!  

Contact Jahlee Arakaki at (510) 643-8193 
daytime, or (510) 526-1878 evenings; or 
email <jarakaki@berkeley.edu>. 

www.berkeleyathleticfund.org
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