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ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
 LEARNERS
  course offerings

grade 
levels

credits 
earned uc/csu P r e r e q u i s i t e s / N o t e s

ELD 1 9–12 10 Concurrent Enrollment ELD Writing 1

ELD Writing 1 9–12 10 Concurrent Enrollment ELD 1

ELD 2 9–12 10 Concurrent Enrollment ELD Writing 2

ELD Writing 2 9–12 10 Concurrent Enrollment ELD 2

ELD 3 9–12 10 Concurrent Enrollment ELD Writing 3

ELD Writing 3 9–12 10 Concurrent Enrollment ELD 3

Literature of Diversit y 9–12 10 t see description, “b” or “g” requirement

Expository Writing 9–12 10 t see description, “b” or “g” requirement

SDAIE World Literature 9–12 10 t

SDAIE American Literature 9–12 10 t

SDAIE Composition 9–12 10 t

Social Studies Orientation 9–12 5

SDAIE Freshman Seminar History 9–12 10

SDAIE US History 1 9–12 10 t

SDAIE American Government 9–12 5 t

SDAIE Economics 9–12 5 t

CAHSEE 9-12 10

 

english language learners
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English Language Development Courses
Each English course offered is one-year long. 
English Language Development (ELD) courses 
are coordinated with ELD writing courses. The 
ELD writing course for each level corresponds to 
the ELD level and the courses are paired together 
during the day. Every ELD/ELD writing combina-
tion emphasizes oral language, grammar/sentence 
formation and writing/reading skills. Vocabulary 
is strengthened and oral language development is 
expanded through the study of short stories, utiliz-
ing literature analysis and writing as a follow- up 
to the stories. ELD/ELD writing courses fulfill the 
BHS English graduation requirement. In addition, 
Expository Writing /Literature of Diversity will sat-
isfy one of the four years of college preparatory (P) 
English required by the UC/CSU systems for col-
lege admission eligibility. 

For more information call 510-644-6135. 

ELD 1 (Beginning ELD)		
Year · 10 Credits 

This is a beginning course for newcomer students 
who have not previously studied English or who 
have very Basic English skills.  Students in this 
course are primarily CELDT LEVEL I students. The 
course includes vocabulary and language structures 

English Language  
Learners (ELL)
The English Language Learners (ELL) Department offers courses to students whose first 
language is not English and whose English skills are significantly below grade level. Stu-
dents in the ELL program are placed in the program according to their CELDT (Califor-
nia English Language Development Test) Scores.  Teachers who are trained to work with 
students from non-English speaking backgrounds teach the courses. The unique needs of 
these English Language learners (ELLs) are met by the use of instructional methods and 
materials designed to establish and increase English competence in listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. It is the practice of the ELL department to illustrate to every student 
and family that the primary language and culture of each student is highly respected and 
valued. 

with an emphasis on communicative competence. 
This course receives BHS English credit. Enroll-
ment is concurrent in ELD Writing 1. 

ELD Writing 1 (Beginning ELD Writing) 		
Year · 10 Credits 

This course focuses on integrating reading skills, 
vocabulary building from study of short stories, 
and oral language development related to the story 
content and writing as a follow-up to the story. Stu-
dents in this course are primarily CELDT LEVEL 
I students. Students are introduced to the writing 
process through writers’ workshop. This course 
receives BHS English credit. Enrollment is concur-
rent in ELD 1. 

ELD 2 (Early Intermediate ELD)		
Year · 10 Credits 

This course extends the basic skills of ELD 1 in lis-
tening comprehension, speaking/oral communica-
tion, reading and writing. Students in this course 
are primarily CELDT LEVEL II students. This is a 
low intermediate course for Limited English Pro-
ficient (LEP) students who have completed ELD 1 
coursework, have studied English approximately 
one year before entering U.S. schools, and/or who 
test at this level of proficiency. This course receives 
BHS English credit. Enrollment is concurrent in 
ELD Writing 2 . 
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ELD Writing 2 (Early Intermediate ELD Writing)		
Year · 10 Credits 

Taken with ELD 2 , this course focuses on con-
solidating many of the beginning skills through 
extended practice and instruction as students gain 
the new skills that are presented at this level. Stu-
dents in this course are primarily CELDT LEVEL 
II students.  Instruction emphasizes interpersonal 
communication and academic skills. This course 
receives BHS English credit. There is concurrent 
enrollment in ELD 2. 

ELD 3 (Intermediate ELD)		
Year · 10 Credits 

This course continues to extend the basic skills of 
ESL 2 in listening comprehension, speaking/oral 
communication, reading and writing. Students 
in this course are primarily CELDT LEVEL III 
students. This is a intermediate course for LEP 
students who have successfully completed ELD 2 
coursework, have studied English approximately 
two years before entering U.S. schools, and/or who 
test at this level. This course receives BHS English 
credit. There is concurrent enrollment in ELD 
Writing 3 . 

ELD Writing 3 (Intermediate ELD Writing)		
Year · 10 Credits 

Taken with ELD 3, this course consolidates in-
termediate skills through extended practice and 
instruction. Students in this course are primarily 
CELDT LEVEL III students. Emphasis is on the 
English needed for interpersonal communication 
and serves as a bridge from practical, concrete Eng-
lish to the more abstract English needed for aca-
demic success in higher level classes, both SDAIE 
and mainstream. This course receives BHS English 
credit. There is concurrent enrollment in ELD 3. 

CAHSEE Preparation Course		
Year · 10 Credits 

This course is for English Language Learners to 
learn test taking skills and strategies to prepare 
them for the High School Exit Exam. 

	N ote Below: Students can earn a maximum of 10 
English (b) credits for taking both Literature and 
Diversity and Expository Writing. The other 10 
credits count as elective (g) credits.

Literature of Diversity (P) (High Intermediate)		
Year · 10 Credits 

Focus in this course is on the enhancement of stu-
dents’ listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
skills in English through the study of ethnically 
diverse literature. Class work includes reading and 
discussion of the literature, many kinds of exposi-
tory and creative writing/poetry assignments, peer 
editing, small group work, oral presentations, and 
research and/or creative projects. Students in this 
course are primarily CELDT LEVEL III students 
who are testing at the high intermediate level.  At 
Level 4 students use the literature as a model for 
learning a wide variety of good writing techniques, 
which they incorporate in their own writing. There 
is concurrent enrollment in Expository Writing. 
This course fulfils UC/CSU English (b) require-
ments or (g) requirements. 

Expository Writing (P) (High Intermediate)		
Year · 10 Credits 

Focus on expository writing of both opinion essays 
and analytical literature essays. Writing expands 
and refines the students’ competence in these es-
say forms, helping them to become effective writers 
of English. In the opinion essays, students discuss 
their own life experiences, examine their ideas 
about self and community, consider their problems, 
and explore solutions. Through the literature es-
says, students learn to effectively quote passages of 
literature in order to make logical arguments for 
their views about characters and themes. Students 
use a draft process of mapping, composing, editing 
and revising these essays. Students also complete 
assignments of creative writing/poetry. Class work 
includes weekly assignments in English grammar, 
vocabulary development, and journal writing. Stu-
dents in this course are primarily CELDT LEVEL 
III students who are testing at the high intermedi-
ate level.  Students work with writer’s room coach-
es. There is concurrent enrollment in Literature of 
Diversity (P). This course fulfills UC/CSU English 
(b) requirements or (g) requirements. 
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SDAIE English, History, Math & Science

The ELL Department also places some students in 
history, math and science courses that use Specially 
Designed Academic Instruction in English (SDAIE) 
instructional techniques whenever these courses 
are available and appropriate. In addition, ELL of-
fers SDAIE World Literature/Composition courses 
as a bridge for those students who need it before 
entering mainstream classes. ELL tutors offer sup-
port in academic classes and primary language 
support is offered whenever possible. Many ELLs 
are also enrolled in Period 7 extended day classes 
and ELD summer school to continue to improve 
their English, to get support for college prep classes 
and access to UC/CSU requirements. New students 
are tested and evaluated according to state law 
and then are scheduled into appropriate courses by 
recommendation of the ELL department and the 
BHS counselors. According to the BUSD Board of 
Education-approved EL Master Plan, ELLs who 
are “less than reasonably fluent” (Beginning to 
Intermediate on the CELDT) must be in a SDAIE 
Program. This includes an individualized combina-
tion of ELD and SDAIE classes. Separate classes are 
recognized as the most effective way to meet the 
language and academic needs of these less than rea-
sonably fluent ELLs. SDAIE clusters in mainstream 
classes are recognized as the least effective way of 
organizing SDAIE unless the teacher receives ad-
equate training in differentiated instruction and 
should be limited to math courses. 

SDAIE English 
The following English courses are grade level 
courses offered to ELD students who score Early 
Advanced. Students in these courses are primarily 
CELDT LEVEL IV students who are testing at the 
early advanced level.  Each English class is paired 
with a composition course.

World Literature (P)	 Year · 10 Credits

American Literature (P) 	 Year · 10 Credits

Composition (P) 	 Year · 10 Credits

SDAIE History 
Social Studies Orientation 	 Semester ·  5 Credits 

This course is an introduction to the study of social 
studies for English Language Learners in ELD 1 
or ELD 2. If taken in the fall, it is followed in the 
spring semester with World History & Cultures 1 
for grades 10-12. This course receives BHS elective 
credit. 

SDAIE Freshman Seminar History	 Year ·  10 Credits 
SDAIE US History  (P)                       	 Year ·  10 Credits 
SDAIE Economics (P) 	S emester ·  5 Credits

SDAIE American Government (P) 	Semester ·  5 Credits

SDAIE Math 
Note: When there are not enough students to form a 
separate section, some English Language Learners will 
be in a SDAIE cluster in a mainstream classroom. 

Algebra 1 (P) 	 Year · 10 Credits 
Algebra Backup 	 Year · 10 Credits 
Geometry (P) 	 Year · 10 Credits

Algebra II (P)	 Year ·  10 Credits 

SDAIE Science 
Classes may be offered in alternating years. For ex-
ample, Advanced Biology would be offered one year 
and Chemistry the next.

Integrated Science (p)	 Year · 10 Credits

Advanced Biology (P) 	 Year · 10 Credits

Chemistry (P) 	 Year · 10 Credits


