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ARTS 
course offerings

grade 
levels

credits 
earned uc/csu P r e r e q u i s i t e s / N o t e s

Dr awing 9–12 10 t

Advanced Dr awing/Painting 10–12 10 t

 Cer a mic s 9–12 10 t

Advanced Cer a mic s 10–12 10 t Ceramics

AP Art His tory 11–12 10 t

IB Studio Art SLA/HLA 11-12 10 t Cultural Aesthetics

AP Studio Art 11–12 10 t 2D, 3D, Drawing

 Art De sign Orientation 9-12 10 t

Cre ative Arts 9–12 10 t

Cre ative Arts 3/4 9–12 10 t

Computer Art 9–12 10 t

Digital Photo gr aph y 9-12 10 P-pending

Photo gr aph y 9–12 5 t

 Advanced Photo gr aph y 10–12 5 t Photography

Advanced Photo gr aph y (ROP) 11–12 10 t Advanced Photography

 

Dr a m atic Arts/Ac ting Work shop 9–12 10 t

Produc tion/Ac ting 9–12 5

Stagecr af t 9–12 5

Advanced The ater Projec ts 10–12 10 t Acting Workshop and auditions

 Beginning Modern/Ja z z Dance 9–12 10 t

Advanced Dance/Dance Projec ts 9–12 10 t “B” or better in Dance or Teacher Rec.

Dance Produc tion/Choreo gr a ph y 11–12 10 t auditions only, previous Spring

Afric an Haiti an Dance 9–12 10 t

Advanced Afric an Haiti an Dance 10–12 10 t Teacher Recommendation

Concert Orche s tr a 9–12 10 t Audition and Teacher Consent

Ch a mber Orche s tr a 9–12 10 t Audition and Teacher Consent

 Concert Band 9–12 10 t See description

Ja z z L ab Band 9–12 10 t See description

Ja z z Ensemble 9–12 10 t Audition and Teacher Consent

IB Music SL 11-12 10 t

AP Music Theory 10-12 10 t
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Arts: Visual & Performing
Arts Programs are a vital component of a well-rounded education for all students. 
Berkeley High’s Arts programs provide excellent preparation for the student who plans 
to focus on the arts in college or career. The BHS community believes that art courses 
benefit all students because the process of creating and critiquing art engages students 
in higher order thinking skills, such as analysis, synthesis, evaluation, and flexible, 
imaginative thinking. The California Department of Education published data that sol-
idly supports art education for all students. An excerpt: “Research shows that students 
of the arts continue to outperform their non-arts peers on the SAT. According to the 
College Board, 1995 SAT scores for students who studied the arts for more than four 
years were 59 points higher on the verbal and 44 points higher on the math portion 
than students with no course work or experience in the arts.” 

The four art disciplines of the BHS Arts Depart-
ment, Dance, Music, Drama, and Visual Arts, cover 
the California State Board of Education Arts Stan-
dards for artistic perception, creative expression, 
historical and cultural context, aesthetic valuing 
and connections, relations and applications. Al-
most all classes fulfill the Visual and Performing 
Arts requirements for BHS and UC/CSU eligibility. 

Electives are singletons and will be offered as 
yearlong classes. Offerings may vary year-to-year, 
dependent on student sign-up, so you will multiple 
requests and may not receive your first choice. 

Visual Arts Courses 
Drawing (P) 	 Year · 10 Credits 

Students will learn the foundational skills needed 
to draw real world objects. The course study will fo-
cus on line, shape/form, shading, perspective, posi-
tive/negative space, principals of composition, and 
the elements of design. Drawing techniques, the use 
of art vocabulary, exhibitions, critiques, and port-
folio building will be explored. Students will work 
on developing a personal style. Media used will be 
pencils, erasers, charcoal, ink & pen as well as an 
array of different papers. Students will keep up an 
active sketchbook and there is a $10 materials fee. 
This course fulfills UC/CSU Visual and Performing 
Arts (f) requirement.

Advanced Drawing & Painting (P) 	 Year · 10 Credits 
This course is an in-depth exploration of drawing, 
painting, and design with student-designed projects 
as well as class projects. The development of each 
student’s individual style is further accomplished 
through topics ranging from abstraction to realism 
along with varied problem-solving themes. Color 
will be taught as well as advanced composition, 
varied subject matter, and an art history compo-
nent. There will be a range of drawing and paint-
ing media, including acrylics. There will be mixed 
media and projects that include poetry and creative 
writing. Students will have exhibitions, critiques, 
portfolio building, and guest presenters. Students 
will keep up an active sketchbook and there is a $15 
materials fee. Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion 
of Drawing 1 & Intermediate Drawing or Art-De-
sign Orientation 1 & 2. This course fulfills UC/CSU 
Visual and Performing Arts (f) requirement.

Ceramics (P) 	 Year · 10 Credits

This class is an introduction to the basic techniques 
of hand-building and the Potter’s Wheel. The em-
phasis is on both pottery and sculpture. Students 
will also learn different glazing techniques includ-
ing low, medium, and high fire glaze. Students will 
become familiar with both oxidation and reduction 
firing processes. History of Ceramics and Design 
are included. Second semester students will learn 
different surface treatments and more advanced 
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building techniques. Emphasis is on Design, Crafts-
manship, and Conceptual Art. The. This course 
requires a high degree of commitment to academic 
work and to the purposes of a program designed to 
meet college/university standards in oral and writ-
ing skills. Materials costs are $15 for a set of your 
own personal tools and 25 lbs. of clay. This course 
fulfills UC/CSU Visual and Performing Art (f) re-
quirement.

Advanced Ceramics (P) 	 Year · 10 Credits

This class is an opportunity for students to contin-
ue exploration in Ceramics. Students are encour-
aged to develop a personal style through technical 
and aesthetic choices. Students will continue to 
learn more advanced processes, explore Conceptual 
Art, Ceramics History, and engage in formal cri-
tiques. Other areas of study include glaze calcula-
tion and firing kilns. There is a Materials fee of $10 
this includes clay and tools. Expect to spend $20 on 
clay for the year (clay costs $5 a bag). Prerequisite:
Satisfactory completion of Beginning and Inter-
mediate Ceramics (P). This course fulfills UC/CSU 
Visual and Performing Art (f) requirement.

AP Art History (AP) 	 Year · 10 Credits

This course is designed as a college-level introduc-
tion to the history of art.  Students will examine 
and analyze major forms of artistic expression 
from the past and present of a variety of cultures.  
Though the class will focus heavily on visual 
analysis, there will be regular art making activities 
designed to deepen student understanding of art-
ists and practices. Writing will be an integral part 
of the class since the AP exam is weighted toward 
student writing.  No previous experience in a studio 
art class is required, although students will need a 
high degree of commitment to academic work. This 
course fulfills UC/CSU (g) requirements (pending 
approval). 

 IB Studio Art SLA/HLA (P)	 10 Credits/Year

This two-year course is intended for juniors and 
seniors who wish to concentrate on an intensive 
study of their creative potential.  Tit is an intense 
exploration of the theory, history and practice of 
two-dimensional art-making in an international 
context.  The two key components of the program 
are sketchbook and studio work, with the primary 
focus of the course on drawing and painting.  Stu-

dents will research the art of various cultures and 
study a variety of techniques. The higher-level 
students will be required to demonstrate in their 
sketchbooks and studio work connections from 
their research. Students will be capable of taking 
the SL level IB exam in the spring of their junior 
year, and the AP Studio exam in the HL level IB 
exam in the spring of their senior year. Prerequi-
site: Successful completion of Cultural Aesthetics 
or consent of the teacher.

 AP Studio Art (AP) 	 Year · 10 Credits 
The Advanced Placement Studio Art program en-
ables highly motivated students to do college-level 
work in studio art while still in high school. AP 
Studio Art is not based on a written examination: 
Instead, candidates submit a portfolio of work for 
evaluation at the end of the school year. Students 
must develop discipline, personal insight, criti-
cal judgment, and technical skill necessary for the 
preparation of this portfolio. Materials cost of $50 
for slides need for AP exam. This course fulfills UC/
CSU (f) requirements. 

Art Design Orientation (P) 	 Year · 10 Credits

This is a foundation class in 2D media: drawing, 
painting, printmaking, and collage. Emphasis is 
placed on composition, color theory and finding so-
lutions to visual problems. Themes covered include 
advertising/media, abstraction, human anatomy 
and perspective. Students will work outside of class 
and sketchbooks are required. There is also an art 
history component. Studio materials fee is $10. This 
course fulfills UC/CSU Visual and Performing Arts 
(f) requirement.

Creative Arts (P) 	 Year · 10 Credits

This course introduces students to a wide variety 
of art processes with a concentration on sculptural 
and print mediums. Two Dimensional media pos-
sibilities include: collage, linoleum block printing, 
monotype printing, silkscreen, paper-making and 
basic drawing skills. Three-dimensional processes 
include: plaster, papier-mâché, ceramics, welding 
and jewelry. First semester focuses on basic skills 
and creative expression while second semester 
delves deeper into certain media and mastery of 
processes while fostering individual voice and criti-
cal thinking using visual language. Studio materi-
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als fee: $10.00. This class fulfills UC/CSU Visual 
and Performing Arts (f) requirement.

Creative Arts 3/4 (P)	 Year · 10 Credits

This course is an art studio class in which students 
use mediums discovered in the first year of Creative 
Arts to further explore their creative voice and the 
role of the artist in contemporary society. Focus is 
on print and sculptural mediums with an emphasis 
on innovative use and application. Students will 
utilize the various art disciplines to address prob-
lems in the context of current world issues; making 
work that pays special attention to artistic content, 
while refining their practical skills students will 
utilize the various art disciplines to address prob-
lems in the context of current world issues. The 
class is perfect for students who want either an 
alternative to AP Studio Art or feel they need more 
foundation before they take the AP course. Studio 
materials fee: $10.00. This class fulfills UC/CSU Vi-
sual and Performing Arts (f) requirement (pending 
approval).

Computer Art (P) 	 Year · 10 Credits

This course is designed to introduce students to the 
graphic capabilities of the computer as a tool for 
artistic expression. Students will learn how to use 
graphics software (Photoshop and Illustrator) to 
manipulate images from digital cameras, scanners 
and the Internet. There will be a focus on learning 
art fundamentals, composition, line, shape, space, 
color theory, texture and patterning as they ap-
ply to graphic design. Students will explore how 
technology can be used as a tool in the making of a 
wide variety of art forms, such as collage, political 
commentary, bookmaking, portraiture, photojour-
nalism and mixed media sculpture. Students will 
be expected to create a digital portfolio, participate 
in critiques and exhibit their work. This course ful-
fills the UC/UCSF (f) Visual and Performing Arts 
requirements.

Digital Photography (P-pending)	 Year · 10 Credits

Digital photography is not merely a technical 
substitute for film photography. There are unique 
capabilities that have never before been practical 
in the film world.  We will explore and apply these 
capabilities in a course that combines technology 
with artistic expression and visual communica-
tion. This course in Digital Photography is designed 

to develop your skills in photographic design and 
printing. Printers, inks and paper have evolved 
that are able to not only match traditional continu-
ous-tone photographic quality, but can also extend 
traditional possibilities. In many ways, digital 
photography can more resemble traditional two-
dimensional arts such as painting and drawing. 
Also, many darkroom activities are made easier 
and more powerful in the digital realm. We will use 
Adobe Photoshop CS as the primary image-editing 
tool. There is a $10 materials fee for printer ink and 
digital printer paper. This class fulfills UC/CSU Vi-
sual and Performing Arts (f) requirement (pending 
approval).

Photography (P) 	 Year · 10 Credits 
This is an introduction to black and white photog-
raphy. Students learn the fundamentals of 35mm 
cameras, taking pictures, film processing and 
printing pictures. The school has complete dark-
room facilities. Themes covered include portraiture, 
documentary, landscapes, cityscapes, still life, ab-
straction and manipulation. Second semester em-
phasis is on individual solutions to class projects. 
This class is a detailed course of study looking into 
the nature and possibilities of personal expression 
through advanced black and white photographic 
technique. Emphasis is on design and creativity. 
History of photography and field trips to local mu-
seums are included. A 35mm camera is necessary. 
The school has some basic cameras to loan to stu-
dents with permission from a parent who agrees to 
replace the camera if it is lost. There is a $15 materi-
als fee (expect to spend $40 for the semester). This 
course fulfills UC/CSU Visual and Performing Arts 
(f) requirement. 

Advanced Photography (P) 	 Year · 10 Credits 
Students are encouraged to develop a personal style 
through technical and aesthetic choices. Students 
continue to practice advanced darkroom proce-
dures, engage in formal critiques, explore the his-
tory of photography and create exhibition quality 
images. The course emphasizes alternative tech-
niques such as multiple printing, photomontage, 
and solarization. Also included is an introduction 
to color printing procedures. There is a $15 materi-
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als fee (expect to spend $40 for the semester). All 
other equipment is available. This course requires 
a high degree of commitment to academic work. 
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of Beginning 
and Intermediate Photo (P). This course fulfills UC/
CSU Visual and Performing Arts (f) requirement. 

Advanced Photography (ROP) 	 Year · 10 Credits 
This course is open to students who have success-
fully completed Beginning, Intermediate, and Ad-
vanced Photography. This class is a continuation 
of Advanced 1 and 2 Photography that emphasizes 
color photography and advanced black and white 
techniques through the development of an out-
standing final portfolio, in-depth exploration of an 
alternative process, and experimentation in me-
dium and large format photography. Also included 
are field trips and guest artists as well as prepara-
tion for careers in photography. There will be an 
in-depth unit on digital photography. This course 
requires a high degree of commitment to academic 
work. This course fulfills UC/CSU (f) requirements. 

Performing Arts Courses 
Dramatic Arts courses meet the Berkeley High 
School graduation requirements for perform-
ing arts credit for all students. Performing Arts 
Department courses that satisfy the University of 
California “f” requirement are listed under the 
quick-look reference chart at the beginning of this 
section. Note: UC/CSU require one year of visual 
and/or performing arts courses. 

Dramatic Arts/Acting Workshop (P) 
		  Year · 10 Credits 

Dramatic Arts (Beginning Drama), introduces stu-
dents to the fundamentals of theatrical production. 
Students learn the basic elements and vocabulary of 
the theater as well as how to use these tools to cre-
ate informal and formal pieces of theater, from im-
provisations to short one-act plays. In addition to 
performance, students grasp how theater came to 
be and understand it in its cultural context through 
field trips to professional productions and class 
reading and writing projects. Students learn the 
rudiments of how to gauge the aesthetic value of 
different theatrical experiences as well as how prin-
ciples of theater can be used and applied to problem 
solving in other contexts. Students learn that the 
organizational, leadership, analytical and time-

management skills of the theater can also be uti-
lized in other disciplines and professions. Dramatic 
Arts is designed to acquaint students with various 
aspects of theatre: acting, costuming, make-up, 
speech, lighting, directing, and scene design. Pri-
mary stress is on the language skills of listening 
and speaking through reading and interpretation of 
dramatic literature and evaluating performances. 
Emphasis is on acting, scene study, and character 
development. A secondary emphasis is placed on 
writing. Students prepare in-class performances. 
This course fulfills UC/CSU Visual and Performing 
Arts (f) requirement. 

Acting Workshop: Through movement, voice ex-
ercises, theatre games, and scene study, students 
develop the tools they need for building competent 
stage performance. Class members perform impro-
visation and/or short formal scenes before invited 
audiences. Advanced students have the opportunity 
to direct one act plays’ for Production/Acting per-
formances. Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion 
of Drama or Teacher recommendation. This course 
fulfills UC/CSU Visual and Performing Arts (f) 
requirement. 

Production/Acting 	 Semester · 5 Credits 
Students in this class are cast members of the 
play(s) being performed by Performing Arts during 
the semester. Enrollment is determined after audi-
tions, which are announced in the student bulletin 
each semester. Students are not allowed to enroll in 
this class until the play(s) have been cast. Prerequi-
site: By audition only. 

Stagecraft 	 Semester · 5 Credits 
Students design, light and build sets and properties 
for current Performing Arts productions. 

Advanced Theater Projects (HP) 	 Year · 10 Credits 
Students delve deeply into several theatrical disci-
plines including mask-work, voice-technique, stage 
combat, Movement Theater, Suzuki and Grotowski 
techniques; as well as several styles of theater di-
recting. Through two major research papers, stu-
dents explore deeply, two different historical peri-
ods as represented in the major playwrights, direc-
tors and plays they produced. Prerequisite: Acting 
Workshop (P) and Audition. This course fulfills 
UC/CSU Visual and Performing Arts (f) elective. 
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▼	Note: The following courses can earn credit in  

either Performing Arts or Physical Education 

Beginning Dance, Modern/Jazz (P) 	Year · 10 Credits 
This course introduces students to the specific 
dance techniques of famous choreographers from 
the Modern/Jazz movement in American dance, 
beginning in the early 20th Century. Students study 
the influential styles of Isadora Duncan, Martha 
Graham, Alvin Ailey, Merce Cunningham and con-
temporary choreographers. Daily practice includes 
technical training; improvisation and creative com-
position; informal performances of solo/group cho-
reography. This course may be taken as P.E. or Per-
forming Arts credit. This course fulfills UC/CSU 
Visual and Performing Arts (f) requirement. 

Dance, Advanced/Dance Projects (P) 	  
		  Year  · 10 Credits 

Advanced Dance: Advanced dance techniques and 
choreographic forms. Students are expected to have 
a high level of technical ability, as well as a comfort-
able knowledge of choreographic elements. Course 
syllabus may include: improvisational performance 
structures, master classes with guest choreogra-
phers, research projects, performance critiques, 
field trips to live performances. Students perform 
in informal public performances. This course may 
be taken for P.E. or Performing Arts credit. Prereq-
uisite: “B: or better in Intermediate Dance (P) and 
teacher recommendation. This course fulfills UC/
CSU Visual and Performing Arts (f) requirement. 

Dance Projects: Advanced dance techniques, cho-
reography and research into various areas of dance 
such as teaching, therapy and performance. Class 
culminates in a concert featuring live music. Stu-
dents interested in both dance and music are en-
couraged to enroll. Students are required to attend 
rehearsals outside of class time. This course may be 
taken as P.E. or Performing Arts credit. Prerequi-
site: Teacher recommendation. This course fulfills 
UC/CSU Visual and Performing Arts (f) require-
ment. 

Dance Production/Choreography (P) 	
		  Year  · 10 Credits 

Dance Production: Advanced dance techniques 
and choreography, culminating in formal dance 
concert. Students are required to attend rehears-

als outside of class time. This course may be taken 
for P.E. or Performing Arts credit. Prerequisite: 
By auditions only, held in the previous spring. This 
course fulfills UC/CSU Visual and Performing Arts 
(f) requirement. 

Choreography: This course is designed for ex-
perienced dancers interested in expanding their 
knowledge of choreographic techniques. Assign-
ments may include improvisational performance 
scores, outdoor performances, and interdisciplin-
ary projects combining text, dance and music. This 
course functions as a dance company, creating and 
producing a show with two distinct components: at 
least one piece directed by local Master Choreogra-
pher along with collaborative student choreography 
of an original work based on a theme. Students are 
required to attend rehearsals outside of class time. 
This course may be taken for P.E. credit. Prerequi-
site: Satisfactory completion of Dance Production 
(P) and Teacher Recommendation. This course 
fulfills UC/CSU Visual and Performing Arts (f) re-
quirements

▼	Note: African American Studies courses which can 
earn performing arts credit: (See course descrip-
tions under African American Studies depart-
ment.) 

African Haitian Dance 	 Year  · 10 Credits 
Advanced African Haitian Dance 	 Year · 10 Credits 

Instrumental Music 
Concert Orchestra (P) 	 Year  · 10 Credits 
String, wind and percussion players study and per-
form orchestra literature as well as ensemble music, 
developing the craftsmanship and mastery necessary 
to mold music into a creative expression. Prerequisite: 
Audition and teacher consent. This course fulfills UC/
CSU Visual and Performing Arts (f) requirement. 

Chamber Orchestra (P) 	 Year  · 10 Credits 
Advanced string, wind and percussion players 
study and perform orchestral and chamber lit-
erature as appropriate, developing the craftsman-
ship and mastery necessary to mold music into a 
creative expression. Prerequisite: Audition and 
teacher consent. This course fulfills UC/CSU Visual 
and Performing Arts (f) requirement. 
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Concert Band (p)	 Year  · 10 Credits 

Wind and percussion players build spirited musical 
repertoire for performances at athletic and commu-
nity events. The fall semester will emphasize musi-
cal performance at athletic events. The spring se-
mester will emphasize symphonic band repertoire. 
Prerequisite: Fundamental skill level on wind or 
percussion instruments. 

Jazz Lab Band (P) 	 Year  · 10 Credits 
Students acquire knowledge of combo and big band 
instrumental techniques and styles. Second semes-
ter students will continue in their study of combo 
and big band instrumental techniques and style. 
Prerequisite: Fundamental skill level on a musical 
instrument. This course fulfills UC/CSU Visual and 
Performing Arts (f) requirement. 

Jazz Ensemble (P) 	 Year  · 10 Credits

Style and content of the jazz idiom studied; mod-
ern and traditional jazz compositions rehearsed 
and performed. Prerequisite: Proficiency in sight-
reading required; Audition and Teacher consent. 
Enrollment limited. This course fulfills UC/CSU 
Visual and Performing Arts (f) requirement. 

IB Music SL (P)	 10 Credits/Year

Musical Perception and Analysis is designed to 
prepare students to analyze widely diverse musi-
cal genres and styles from both a historical and a 
cultural perspectives. We will prepare students by 
studying the elements of music (melody, harmony, 
rhythm, texture, tone color, form) as well as the 
function of music.  We will study the elements of 
music (melody, harmony, rhythm, texture, tone 
color, form) as well as the function of music. In 
addition to traditional Eartraining and sight sing-
ing exercises, we will employ Eartraining software 
(Practica Musica) to help students engage with the 
different elements of music learning. This stream 
of study will culminate in an in-depth study of the 
Prescribed Work.  We will study a variety of cul-
tural topics, and a variety of eras of music, as well 
as a study of many traditional and popular music 
styles. We will learn how to write about the music 
that we hear, developing the curiosity inherent in 
an informed listener and practitioner of music. 
This stream of study will culminate in the Musical 
Investigation, a required element of the diploma in 
music.   In addition to studying American and Eu-

ropean music, including changes in musical styles 
and instruments; we will study African, Asian, 
Latin American, and Middle Eastern music and 
instruments.  We will analyze similarities and dif-
ferences across time and place. Prerequisite:The 
ability to read music.

 AP Music Theory (ap) 	 Year · 10 Credits 
This is a college level music theory course covering 
both written theory and ear training. This class will 
include the following: music theory, composition, 
dictation, and site singing. This course is designed 
to prepare the high school student for the Ad-
vanced Placement exam in Music Theory. 


